
ITEM B 

To:  Westminster Historic District Commission 

From: Andrea Gerhard, Comprehensive Planner 

Cc:  Mark Depo Planning Director 
   Andrew Gray, Comprehensive Planner 
   Sandy Anderson, Main Street Manager 

Date:  March 4, 2020 

Subject: Application for Historic Rehabilitation Property Tax Credits TC #20-02 

Overview 

On February 12, 2020, Joseph Paciella and Katie Staab, owners of 174 West Main Street submitted a pre-
construction Application for Historic Rehabilitation Property Tax Credits TC #20-02 (attached). 174 West 
Main Street is located in the Westminster Historic National Register District. According to the Maryland 
Department of Assessments and Taxation online records, the primary structure was built in 1885 (Attached). 

Pursuant to Section 143-5. A., the City Code states: “Establishment of historic tax credit program for 
qualified expenses. In accordance with § 9-204 of the Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of 
Maryland, there is hereby established a City of Westminster real property tax credit in the amount of 10% 
of the qualified expenses for the restoration and preservation of an eligible historic property, and 5% of the 
qualified expenses for the construction of an architecturally compatible new structure on an eligible historic 
property.” 

Pursuant to Section 143-5 B. Eligible Work includes: 

(a) The repair or replacement of exterior features of an existing structure;
(b) Work that is necessary to maintain the physical integrity of an existing structure with regard to

safety, durability or weatherproofing; or
(c) Maintenance of the exterior of an existing structure, including routine maintenance;
(d) New construction of an architecturally compatible structure; or
(e) Interior restorations necessary to restore or maintain the historic integrity and efficient or safe

functioning of an eligible property, excluding elective and/or cosmetic renovations.

The proposed project consists of attic improvements to reduce air leakage including new attic insulation, as 
outlined in the attached application.  The total estimated cost of the proposed project is $11,603.13 and 
10% of this cost is $1,160.31.  



RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends the Commission consider approval of the proposed attic improvements, consistent with 
Section 143-5.B.(b), with an estimated cost of $11,603.13and an estimated tax credit of $1,160.31, 
conditioned on whether the Commission finds the proposed weatherproofing measures to be historically 
compatible.   

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Application for Historic Rehabilitation Property Tax Credits TC #20-02
2. Maryland State Department of Assessments and Taxation, Real Property information for 174 West

Main Street
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Real Property Data Search

Search Result for CARROLL COUNTY

View Map View GroundRent Redemption View GroundRent Registration

Special Tax Recapture: None

Account Identifier: District - 07 Account Number - 060556
Owner Information

Owner Name: STAAB KATIE L
PACIELLA JOSEPH F

Use: 
Principal Residence:

RESIDENTIAL
YES

Mailing Address: 174 W MAIN ST
WESTMINSTER MD 21157-4448

Deed Reference: /09203/ 00343

Location & Structure Information
Premises Address: 174 W MAIN ST

WESTMINSTER 21157-4448 
Legal Description: LT - 6352 SF

174 W MAIN ST
WESTMINSTER

Map: Grid: Parcel: Neighborhood: Subdivision: Section: Block: Lot: Assessment Year: Plat No:
0102 0018 1675 7020033.07 0000 2018 Plat Ref:

Town: WESTMINSTER

Primary Structure Built Above Grade Living Area Finished Basement Area Property Land Area County Use
1885 1,848 SF 6,352 SF

Stories Basement Type Exterior Quality Full/Half Bath Garage Last Notice of Major Improvements
2 YES STANDARD UNIT SIDING/ 3 2 full/ 1 half

Value Information
Base Value Value Phase-in Assessments

As of 
01/01/2018

As of 
07/01/2019

As of 
07/01/2020

Land: 70,200 70,200
Improvements 89,700 112,900
Total: 159,900 183,100 175,367 183,100
Preferential Land: 0 0

Transfer Information

Seller: OBRIEN WILLIAM JAY Date: 01/10/2019 Price: $225,000
Type: ARMS LENGTH IMPROVED Deed1: /09203/ 00343 Deed2: 

Seller: KROE J MICHAEL Date: 08/25/1987 Price: $94,000
Type: ARMS LENGTH IMPROVED Deed1: /01040/ 00346 Deed2: 

Seller: Date: Price:
Type: Deed1: Deed2: 

Exemption Information
Partial Exempt Assessments: Class 07/01/2019 07/01/2020
County: 000 0.00
State: 000 0.00
Municipal: 000 0.00|0.00 0.00|0.00

Special Tax Recapture: None

Homestead Application Information
Homestead Application Status: Approved   07/22/2019 

Homeowners' Tax Credit Application Information
Homeowners' Tax Credit Application Status: No Application Date: 
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