
N E W S  A N D  N O T E S  

City of Westminster 

D 
ear Residents: 

 

The City of Westminster, 
with the assistance of the Carroll 
County Health Department, is 
preparing for the possibility of a 
pandemic outbreak of the H1N1 
virus, formerly referred to as 

swine flu, in the next several months.  The 
Centers for Disease Control estimates that as 
much as 30% of the general population could be 
affected.  This would represent more than 50,000 
residents here in Carroll County. 
 
The incubation period (the timeframe between 
acquiring the infection and becoming ill) for 
influenza averages just 2 days.  People who 
become ill may begin transmitting infection to 
others one-half to one day prior to becoming ill.  
Transmission of the infection is greatest in the 
first two days of illness, and children have been 
found to transmit the infection most easily. 
 
Influenza infection rates are typically highest 
among school-aged children and risk of illness 
generally declines with age.  The severity of 
influenza is likely to be highest in young, middle-
aged persons, as well as those with serious pre-
existing medical conditions.  Approximately 50% 
of those who become ill will seek outpatient 
medical care.  The influenza outbreak could last 
6 to 8 weeks, with at least two waves of the 
disease likely. 
 
Depending on the severity of the outbreak, it is 
possible that City services will have to be 
curtailed or postponed.  For example, it may be 
necessary to close the Family Center for a period 
of time and cancel fitness training sessions to 
help eliminate the spread of the flu.  Board and 
Commission meetings may be postponed or 
cancelled and offices may be closed to the 
public. 
 
We are developing a plan to cope with these 
possible outcomes and to ensure the health and 

safety of both our City employees and the 
general public.  Up to date information on City 
services can be obtained by calling 410-848-
9000 or by visiting our web page at 
www.westminstermd.gov. 
 
To assist you in planning your own personal 
strategy for dealing with a pandemic outbreak, 
we have identified actions and activities you can 
take in your own home to prevent this disease.  
These procedures are found on page 2. 
 
At the same time the City is preparing for a 
possible influenza outbreak, we are also 
preparing for a reduction in revenues as a result 
of the Stateôs worsening budget picture.  Based 
on current information, the City could see a 6% 
reduction in State Aid to Police and Highway 
User Revenues in the current fiscal year. 
 
The Highway User Revenue, which is mainly 
funded from gasoline taxes, car titling fees, and 
driver licensing, were reduced from a budgeted 
$747,850 to $74,850.  The Police Aid funding 
dropped from a budgeted $400,000 to $254,826. 
 
To accommodate these budget cuts, a hiring 
freeze has been imposed and no vacant 
positions will be filled, no programs or projects 
beyond those already funded will be 
implemented, and capital projects and equipment 
purchases have been cancelled. 
 
One way that you can keep abreast of City 
information, news, and activities is to visit our 
website (www.westminstermd.gov).  This site was 
just updated in July and hosts a variety of 
information, not only about the City government 
but also about our partners, businesses, and 
volunteer organizations.  Please visit the site on a 
regular basis to keep current with City 
happenings. 
 

Kevin Utz, 

Mayor 

LETTER FROM THE MAYOR 

http://www.westminstermd.gov
http://www.westminstermd.gov


Helpful Tips for Minimizing Potential Flu Infection  

Prior to a pandemic influenza emergency, it is important that all citizens plan for and employ effective 

strategies to minimize their potential for infection and minimize the impact on their families.  These 

strategies should include the following: 

 

1. Obtaining annual flu vaccinations for all family members. 

2. Frequently washing hands and using hand sanitizers. 

3. Employing proper respiratory ñetiquetteò: 

¶ Covering coughs and sneezes 

¶ Frequent cleaning of surfaces such as telephone receivers, doorknobs, public counters, 

etc. 

4. Strict adherence to guidance provided by public health officials. 

5. Employing ñSocial Distancingò strategies.  The strategies are intended to reduce the spread of 

 infection and they include: 

¶ Staying away from people who appear to be ill. 

¶ Avoiding crowds and public events. 

¶ Staying at home when possible. 

¶ Canceling public events. 

¶ Closing schools. 

6. ñSelf-Quarantineò ð Elements of self-quarantine include the following: 

¶ Keep your family at home and away from people who may be infectious. 

¶ Be prepared for a period of time where customary services are not available to the public 

due to the spread of the flu.  Those preparations should include keeping a 3 to 5 day 

supply of food on-hand, as well as one-gallon of water per day per family member. 

¶ Have a family ñGo Kitò available in case there is a need to relocate.  This ñGo Kitò should 
contain basic necessities to include: 

 
V 3 to 5 day supply of food and water. 
V Flashlight and batteries. 
V Change of clothing. 
V Prescription medications for one week. 
V List of physician and important medical information. 
V Cell phone and charger. 
V Identifications, credit cards, and cash. 
V Battery-powered radio and batteries. 

 

¶ Be prepared to care for ill family members at home.  This includes keeping a supply of 

basic medical supplies in your home and knowing how to isolate sick people in home away 

from other family members (i.e. separate bedrooms and bathrooms). 

 

Keeping these tips in mind will help minimize the potential for and the spread of infection.  



Continued on next page 

T 
he purpose of the Westminster Tree Com-

mission is to  develop and help implement  a 

tree program that ensures the proper care 

and treatment of trees and shrubs within public 

spaces of the City. Also, the Commission provides 

expertise to City staff and the public regarding best 

management practices for tree care and manage-

ment.  

A committee was formed in 1983 for inventory and 

then the Tree Commission was established in 1988. 

The members are  appointed to three year terms by 

the Mayor and Common Council.  

City Staff: Eric Schlitzer (City Arborist), Tim Rogers 

(City Planner). Meetings are scheduled  as needed, 

and  at least one per quarter is necessary. Contact: 

Tim Rogers trogers@westgov.com or 

410-848-4628. 

In a community like Westminster, in the middle of ru-

ral Carroll County, it is easy to overlook the need for 

trees in urban settings. It seems we are surrounded 

by nothing but rolling farmland and forests, so why be 

concerned about trees and green areas in the City? 

This entire newsletter could easily be dedicated to 

discussing the environmental benefits of urban trees, 

including storm water filtration and air quality benefits 

and a few pages can be devoted to discussing how 

properly placed trees can reduce heating and cooling 

costs in homes and businesses. An additional page 

can be used to discuss pavement cooling and traffic 

calming. Then, we can end with an exhausting list of 

facts regarding increased property values, revenue for 

businesses, the reduced carbon footprint, and in-

creased sense of community. While these are all per-

fectly reasonable justifications for the value of urban 

trees, why not keep it simple. Observe the two pic-

tures below and decide on which town you would 

rather live in: 

C 
elebrating 20 Years as a ñTree City USAò! 

Westminster is in elite company when it 

comes to showing dedication to urban 

trees! Since 1988, Westminster has been designated 

a Tree City USA by the Arbor Day Foundation each 

year. Of the 157 municipalities in Maryland, only 37 

are currently designated, and only eight have been 

designated longer than Westminster (see http://

www.arborday.org/programs/treeCityUSA/map.cfm for 

a complete listing). Even more impressive is that in 

2001 Westminster became the second city in the 

state to receive the ñSterling Awardò for ten consecu-

tive years of urban tree program growth. 

Member  Term Expiration  

Joe Barley - chair  05/10 

Neil Ridgely  02/12 

Steve Allgeier  12/10 

Richard Wilbur  10/11 

Jay Bogash  05/10 

Roland Backhaus  04/10 

Tree City USA 

Westminster Tree Commission  

mailto:trogers@westgov.com
http://www.arborday.org/programs/treeCityUSA/map.cfm
http://www.arborday.org/programs/treeCityUSA/map.cfm


Tree City USA continued from page 3 

To be a Tree City USA, a city 

has to demonstrate its commit-

ment to urban trees through 

policy, budget, and outreach 

initiatives. In Westminster, the 

Tree Commission oversees 

these activities to ensure continued recertification. 

Recent outreach projects include: 

¶ Helping neighbors plant 20 new street trees 

along West George Street 

¶ Planting three new trees at Belle Grove 

Square park and replacing diseased trees 

¶ Helping students plant trees at East and West 

Middle Schools; and William Winchester, 

Westminster, and Friendship Valley Elemen-

tary schools 

¶ Organizing the Annual Community Forestry 

Workshop for area tree care professionals 

To display our pride in being designated, there is a 

Tree City USA flag flying at City Hall, a wall full of 

plaques inside City Hall, and a street sign at every 

entrance to downtown. Feel free to contact the City if 

you would like to know more. 

A  
t the end of each year, the Commission 

meets with City staff to discuss accom-

plishments from the previous year and pro-

gram activities for the coming year. To wrap up 2009, 

the Commission will be sponsoring the 17th Annual 

Community Forestry Workshop. Held at McDaniel 

College on October 8th, this event offers affordable 

training for area tree care industry professionals. The 

program this year consists of sessions on safety, 

pruning, disease identification, proper planting tech-

niques, and hazard tree identification. 

At the end of March 2010, the Tree Commission will 

conduct Arbor Week activities. This is when the com-

mission does most of its outreach, and will normally 

conduct a planting at a local school. Since next yearôs 

activities have not yet been planned, contact the 

Commission if you 

have an idea for a 

planting and/or out-

reach project. 

Also in 2010, the 

Commission and City 

staff will be preparing 

for and starting a 

Public Space Tree 

Inventory project. 

The current inventory 

has not been up-

dated in nearly fifteen 

years. This updated 

inventory will provide 

the data needed for a more efficient management pro-

gram, and will likely take a year or two to complete. 

If you have a suggestion or concern regarding trees in 

your neighborhood, or would like to learn more about 

the Tree Commission and the Cityôs street tree pro-

gram, contact the Department of Planning at 410-848-

9000 or the City Arboristôs office at 410-848-9077, or 

visit us on the web at:  www.westminstermd.gov/

citygov/citygov_tree.htm. 

For more information and some helpful tips on trees, 

visit the following web sites: 

www.dnr.state.md.us/forests/programs/urban 

www.arborday.org 

www.fs.fed.us/ucf 

www.treelink.org 

www.naturewithin.info 

City Arborist Eric Schlitzer, and Tree Com-
missioners Jay Bogash and Steve Allgeier 
install a street tree on West George Street. 

What Lies Ahead for the Tree Commission?  

http://www.arborday.org
http://www.fs.fed.us/ucf/
http://www.treelink.org/

